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Won by local runner Ben Reynolds from Westerham, representing TAC.
First woman was Tina Oldershaw (nee Hissey) formerly of SAC, more recently PWAC and TAC.
 The HM was used as a fund-raising event for SAC getting their own track built. However, as we know, the former cinder track at Sevenoaks School was upgraded to a rubberised track in the late 1990s, after which it became our defacto HQ. Chris Rowley was instrumental in getting the club access with this, purchasing the containers for both the school and club to store our equipment. As a result of these fund-raising activities, the club amassed significant funds, which to this day are earmarked for a club house.




Page 2 – Will Witt at 1st Sevenoaks Half Marathon – photo purchased in his personal archive. Not visible from the photo resolution is that his company Pentacon Projects sponsored the race with the company logo on the number, hence his No.1 bib!
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Sevenoaks Chronicle 16th October 1987
[image: ]
2nd edition of the race, only a week before the famous Hurricane that saw so much damage and destruction of trees in the area, which surely would’ve put paid to the race had it happened on the same weekend? 
Lyndon Collins was first home from SAC, Karen Mallet first club lady home.
Sevenoaks Chronicle 2nd September 1988
[image: ]

Interesting background on the organisation of the race plus that nugget of information regarding the inception of the current club in 1976!
Seems safe to assume the race raised £2,500 to £3,000 per year for the 8 years it was ‘run’, safely earning the club over £20,000 in savings.















Sevenoaks Chronicle 21st October 1988
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So, the weather wasn’t so kind the following year!
Some fantastic performances by previous and current SAC members! Ben Reynolds winning again with Sue Martin from Medway first woman home.
[image: ]Name the club members! I can only get Geoff Vine and Will Witt…maybe Allan Lee and John Denyer are in there? Answers on a postcard to the usual address!
Postscript: Simon Hallpike confirms the following: that’s me on the left, and I think Arthur Holmes is next to me. Also, from right to left: David Simpson, Gerald Ashby, (Witt Snr), Mike Harwood, John Dalziel. The rest of the group around Geoffo, I don't recognise from the photo. 

[image: ]
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Foot note following the above:
I actually worked for United House from 2013 until 2018; Jeff Adams was still the owner of the company until he sold his shared in 2015 and the company was renamed United Living; I met Jeff Adams on a few occasions and he was always willing to add the company name to local events in town (Summer Festival) and also to sponsor running events such as the Royal Marines1664 Challenge in 2014 when I and Dean Lenihan from Petts Wood Runners ran 60 miles over 3 days instead of sitting at our desks!
Royal Marines 1664 Challenge










Sevenoaks Chronicle 12th October 1989
Great results by Lyndon Collins in 77:52 and Simon Hallpike is 82:02, after 2 hours of car park duty before the race!
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Sevenoaks Chronicle 18th October 1990
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Sevenoaks Chronicle 17th October 1991
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No clippings found for 1992…







Sevenoaks Chronicle 14th October 1993
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There (sic) off! Wonder who wrote that caption!
Not so many, if any, SAC runners in the results, presumably because they’re needed to organise the race and marshal the route and car parks!
1993 was of course the first year of the 7oaks7, so the Half Marathon’s days were numbered…
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WESTERHAM'S Ben Re
nolds won the annual Sevenoal
Half Marathon for the fourth
time in six years on Sunday.

But Ben, a member of Ton-
bridge  Athletic  Club, was
pushed all the way around the
13 mille course by second placed
Ian Hamilton of Invicta East
Kent AC.

A_previous winner of the
race in 1986, 1988 and 1990
Ben finished 'in one hour, 10
minutes and four seconds wif
an closely behind in 1:10:18.

Veteran  runner  Steve
Birkin, from Shoreham, was
third i 1:12:49 with Ton-
bridge's Cain Bradley fourth in
1:12:52,

‘Winner of the ladies’ event

ho crossed the
. Veteran runner
Mollie Smith, aged 54, from
Ashford was second in 1:27:15
and Janet Lenton, a member of

A total of 425 runners took
part in the sixth half marathon
organised by Sevenoaks Athle
ics Club. Once the early morn-
ing fog had lifted the runners

“The race began and finished
at Sevenoaks High School for
Girls and the course took in
Otford, Chevening Cross, Bra

FOURTH WIN FOR BEN

SEVENOAKS HALF-MARATHON

was Amanda McAleenan from
Beckenh;

ted, Sundridge, Chipstead and
Riverhead.

‘The organiser said the event
had been a big success and are
already planning next year's
race which will be on October
1.

Serenoaks Half Marathon Kesuits

p 30 men
1 B. Reynolds (Tonbridge AC)
Hamilton (Invicta EastKen)
Birkin (Cambridge Harriers)
Bradiey (Foobridge) 1282 § C. Ashlee

Friend

(Imvicta East Kent) 1131S; 6
(Dartford) (Medway AC)
8 'AQ) 11483 9

10 1. Whit-
1'D. Alesander
M. Talor (Tun-
3B, Laws (Unat.

Ladies

1A, McAleenan (Unatiached) 1:28:11,
Smith (Ashford and_ District) 1:27:
Lonon (Cambridge Hartes |
O™Neil(Collingwood AC) 1:374
Nilsson (Unattached) 13921, 6 G. 1
(Bromiey Veterans AC) 1:40:5%; 7 V. C
(Unattached) 1:42:26.
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® They're off: Rumners in Sunday’s Sevenoaks Half Marathon setting out from Sevenoaks High
School for Girls
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@ There off: Runners setting out a the start of Sunday’s Sevenoaks Half Marathon
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Sevenoaks
- on the run!

THE SECOND Sevenoaks Half Marathon
mrﬂ.lﬂﬂdl&lﬂdﬁ.Mmmmﬁelrﬂs
streets on Sunday, as hundreds of runners pounded the
streets in the autumn sunshine.

Out of a total entry of 932,
some 700 started and finished the
course - more than double last
year's field. Estimates are that
between £2500 and £3000 has
been raised towards Sevenoaks

Atheletics Club's all  weather
track.

“It was a exciting day,”
said organiver Ches Birch. Tor-

rential rain on the days leading
up 1o the race may have
contributed 1o the above average
number of non-starters, but by
Sunday conditions were perfect
The race, sponsored by Seven-
oaks Hi Fi and started by Town
Mayor Ann Dawson, turned into
a three way batile between
Woking AC's Clive Hensby, Bob
Treadwell of Surrey Beagles and

Cambridge Harrier Keith Penny

As the field made its way
through Otford, Brasted, Chip-
stead and Riverhead, Hensby
inched ahead and eventually saw
off Treadwell by cight seconds,
finishing in a very fast time of 65
‘minutes 33 seconds.

Ben Reynolds. the 1986 winner
from Tonbridge AC, finished
nine seconds faster than the win-
ning time last year, but_only
came eighth an indication of the
quality of this year's field.

First_lady was_Glynis
Penny of Cambridge Harriers in
75 minutes 43 seconds, just ahead
of Guillermo Zaballons, the first
runner 10 finish from the 25
strong Pontoise conti

Lyndon Collins

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
Half Marathon

Karen mallett (113rd) were the
first Sevenoaks man and lady

veterans  Yvonne

Humphrey and Jenny Hayward,

running for the first time, raised
well over £200 in sponsorship for

the club.
RISULTS MEN: 1.C Wty Wokiog

N Gurrens
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October 9: time to hit the road, Jack!

THE SOUND of rubber on
tarmac will resound through the
streets of Sevenoaks on Sunday
October 9 as the third annual
Sevenoaks Hall Marathon gets
underway.

Last year, almost 1,000 run
ners_pounded the 13.1 mile
course. helping 1o raise funds
for Sevenoaks Athletics Club's
all-weather track project — and
for numerous charities through
sponsorship.

Organisers are confident that
this year's event will attract an
even bigger field

. The  half-marathon is
organised by Sevenoaks Athlet

ics Club under the guidance of

the Amateur Athletics Associa
tion — the AAA.

The range of abilities in past
events has been quite remark.
able, with everyone from seri
ous runners wanting 10 keep up
their training 1o casual joggers
and even those who end up
walking most of the routel

Although  a _serious day.
organised to the last pace, the
emphasis is on fun and res:
dents along the route _are
| encouraged to come out of their

homes 1o cheer the runners on
as they pass by

There is a minimum age limit
of 17 for runners but there is no
upper age limit and spectators
in' previous years have
witnessed several sprightly pen
sioners pounding round.

SAC member and chief
organiser Mr Chris Birch said he
has been_heartened by local
support. This year's event is be.
ing_sponsored by Sevenoaks
Hi-Fi who have given £500
worth of prizes.

Substantial help has _also
been donated by Harp Con.
wocts of  Swaniey and
Mapledon Press at Peckham as
well as the scores of people
who have given their time and
efforts unreservedy,” he said

The half-marathon starts from
Sevenoaks School for Girls in
Bradbourne Vale Road and pro.
ceeds  through picturesque
Countryside around the Pilgrims.
Way, ' Chevening, Sundridge,
Chipstead and Riverhead

The course will be strictly
marshalled by members of the
Amherst Rotary and Sevenoaks

KEEP YOUR CAR
RUNNING

Rotary clubs, ensuring that all
enants know exactly which
way 10 go and o help runners
cope with any difficulties they
may experience.

The St John Ambulance
gade will also be in attendance
n case of mishaps.

At Sevenosks School for
Girls, the start and finish point,
there will be a range of stalls
selling sporting goods at dis
Count prices together with re-

Club aims high

SEVENOAKS Athletics Club
was reborn in 1976 and has
grown to a membership of
around 150 today.

Having earned the respect
of athletes and other clubs
alike. it now aims to secure
proper training facilities. in
order to achieve still higher
levels of excellence.

The clubs first fund
raising half marathon  in
1986 proved a huge success.
It was aimed at impressing
upon local authorities (with
whom _negotiations  are
progressing) the desperate
need for an all-weather run
ning track

‘We wanted to show in

freshment and toilet facilties. held in 1986 with runners com-  France to compete.
Police will be on hand to ing from as afield s Further information can b

make Sure runners have a safe Manchester, the Isle of Wight. obtained from Chris- Birch

passage through traffic and also the West Country and even Sevenoaks 459268

10 ensure drivers are not held e s

up for 100 long as entrants pass
through villages.

As in past years, the 1988
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Haif Marathon
promises to be a popular and
Successful event

Numbers of entrants _have
swelled since the first one was

MEN, LADIES AND
earnest. just how deter. CHILDRENS’ RUNNING AND
mined we are to raise funds ATHLETICS EQUIPMENT.

towards such a_facility.
said club member Chris
Birch

in 1986, around £2.500 Pt b
was raised and last year HiTec, Puma.
saw that fund boosted by a
further £3,000.

As well as the main event
on October 9, fun runs will
be held for the under 11's
and the over 11's on courses ‘; NOw A
of one and two miles re-
spectively.

Everyone will be awarded SEVENOAKS & TONBRIDGE
a badge for completing the
course, allowing the whole || 125B ST  JOHN'S 8 RAILWAY
family 1o enjoy the day and | | HILL APPROACH

gain some personal satis- - A
faction into the bargain. TEL: 450136 TEL: 770667

Shoes, spikes, socks, shorts,
vests + bags
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Ben sprints home
— despite the rain

WHEN THE Half Marathon organisers, Sevenoaks S
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Inside this week:

Underriver tour feature,

Vi

illage cricket round up,
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Veterans tested

FOUR VE

N runners from who were within sight of cach
ties Club were other for most of the way.
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E Marathon gets

new sponsors

THE ANNUAL Sevenoaks Half
Marathon, one of the biggest
events in the local sporting calen-
dar, has been given & boost with
the announcement of  new
sponsors.

“The United House Group, the
Swanley-based_construction and
heating company. are 10 sponsor
the race on Sunday October 8,
which will be over the same

previous years.
d by Sevenoaks Ath-
preparations for the
rd half marathon are already
vanced stage.
ctators will have an added
stin this year's race because.
incorporated in the 13. mile
event will be the Kent Half Mar-
‘athon Championship.

ser Mr Chris Birch
said last week: “To host these
championships is a real feather in

our cap and is & token of the
ity of our pevious racs.
SN . delghied with our
new Sponsors, who are 1aking &
Reen theres in the organisation.
d uhimate suceess

sdded Chrs

years Seenoaks
Hoping to rise
+ proper athlties fai
s in the diunet

More than 1000 serious and
fun runners are expectd 1o enter
15 e and s Boped 4 mamy
{eams and individual a5 posibie
Wil lake part

Prizes and_trophies will_be
presenied to the Icading runners,
Shic il those who Tinsh. the
grucling circui Wil receve &
Souvenir medal

‘An entry form for the race
appears on g 14

promotion
of the event
previo





image7.png
Classified ads Sev 459999

p. new sponsors of
S training night last Tuesday

READY, STEADY, go. Jeff Adams (ieft) director of the U
‘go-ahead at Sevenoaks Athietics C
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A MAP of Sunday’s Sevenoaks Half Marathon course which takes in Otford, Chevening
Brasted, Chipstead and Rlverhead




